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ABSTRACT : 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To transmit a data file other than character code data using a 
computer network efficiently while suppressing increase in traffic of a network. 

SOLUTION: In the case of sending image data, a world wide web WWW server section 12 
describes compressed image data in a hyper text markup language HTML, the image data 
file is sent to the WWW from a LAN control section 10, and an electronic mail 
transmission/reception section 11 sends an electronic mail denoting a uniform 
resource locator (URL) on the WWW for the image data file to a destination. In the 
case of receiving image data, a URL on the WWW described in a received electronic 
mail is extracted and a WWW client section 13 accesses the URL on the WWW to acquire 
the image data file, a compression/expansion section 5 expands the received file to 
reproduce the original image data. 
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